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Names:

Amount Enclosed:

Make checks payable to:
Second District Dental Society

4146 Old Niles Ferry I
Maryville, TN 37801
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President's Corner

The evening after our Officer's Induction |
received an email from our Past President,
Dr. Jim Curtiss. One of the suggestions he
made to me was to consider writing a few
paragraphs to be included in the Second
District Newsletter each month. I liked the
idea and figured what's one more job?
Hopefully I'll be more consistent with this
than | have been with my office newsletter!

Your ADA has been working for you in Washington, DC. Those
of you with email should have received the alert sent out request-
ing our members to write to our Congressional Representatives
asking that Dentists not be required to participate in the FTC Red
Flags Rule on identity theft. It is currently set to become law on
May 1, 2009. Go to www.ada.org and follow the links to send a
letter to our officials. We do not need any additional government
rules to follow!

Come out and enjoy the fun at the Fishing Rodeo on May 1.
Also, don't forget to get your registration materials in to the TDA
office for our Annual Meeting. It's not everyday you get to hear
Pat Summit speak! Plan to attend the President's Party on
Friday night May 15. It will be a fun way to thank our own Dr
Leeby Greenblatt for his hard work as TDA President.

Thank you for all of your support. Please always feel free to
contact me.
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Trustee Report:

On Saturday, April 4th the Board of Trustees met at the TDA Headquarters in Franklin. The
first order of business was the Treasurers Report. The good news is your association is in
good financial shape. The FYI campaign goal to furnish the TDA office building was $500,000
and due to the generous contributions and pledges of the membership, that has been sur-
passed by over $3000. While the proposed budget for 2009 -2010 shows an increase in non
dues income, it also predicts an increase in costs. As of the April meeting, dues revenue was
down significantly and it looks like a small dues increase will be needed to balance the budget.
Please encourage your Colleagues to maintain their membership.

On the Legislative side, the TDA has initiated several bills in the Tennessee legislature. At pre-
sent, if a dentist is called to jury duty, he or she can delay it for up to a year but is not exempt
from serving. Due to the independent nature of dental practices, the TDA believes in many
cases jury duty would create significant hardships for our patients, staff and families, so the bill
would create an exemption for practicing dentists. Another bill aims to provide immunity from
liability for dentists who volunteer in clinics (such as Interfaith), that treat patients on a sliding
scale. There are several other bills that would affect the practice of dentistry in Tennessee that
our lobbyist, Mr Jack Fosbinder is keeping a close watch on.

On the national level, we discussed the ADA'’s policy on Health care reform which encourages
improving access, preventive care and proper funding of Public Health Benefit Programs. We
also learned of some of the potential benefits the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
may provide for dental research, education, state dental associations and medicaid / medicare
providers.

The ADA is also working to exempt dentists from the “Red Flag Rule”. FTC rule would require
dental offices to develop a plan to identify and detect the “red flags” of identity theft. This rule is
not only expensive and time consuming for small businesses like dental practices, it also is in
direct conflict with HIPPA regulations.

The issue that brought about the most lively discussion involved insurance companies that
have changed their contracts to limit fees for non-covered procedures. This policy allows the
insurance company to set your fee even if they do not cover the procedure! Due to Federal an-
titrust laws your dental association can have no influence on Insurance contracts, but you are
strongly encouraged to thoroughly read and understand any contract you sign.

Be sure to sign up and attend the Annual Session in Knoxville next month and take advantage
of the opportunity to learn and have fun!
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